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Introduction

This teacher manual is intended to help you support your student’s learning. In addition to factual
answers to assignment questions, you will find suggestions for ways to guide your student’s learning
and tips on how to assess their responses. Along with the learning assessments found at the end of
each lesson (which highlight learning goals for each lesson), this teacher manual will help you evaluate,
track, and document your student’s progress.

You are encouraged to use a weekly planner and the assignment checklists and to help your child learn
to use these organizational tools as well. Time management is an essential skill for students to learn,
and one that will be useful for their entire lives.

In this teacher manual, you will find the full text for all assignments. Some activities are listed without
the full text. Teacher manual answers are seen in orange. If more information is needed about any
assignment, you can refer to the full text and reading material in the student’s coursebook.

If a writing assignment asks for one or more pages of writing, you can assume that one page equals
two or three paragraphs of three to eight sentences each. Students are advised to use their best
judgment—two three-sentence paragraphs are not going to equal one page.

When working on assignments, students are encouraged to find out more if their curiosity is not suffi-
ciently satisfied. The project choices found in most lessons encourage original thinking, exploration,
and analysis, which are essential elements of the learning experience.

Note about workload: Please note that there are a wide variety of assignments included in this course
to give students many options for engaging with the material. Students are not expected to complete
every single assignment. You can help your student determine which assignments to focus on each
week, based on the student’s interests, strengths, and areas needing development. You might also
give your student the option to complete some of the written assignments orally. Keep an eye on the
workload as your student progresses, and make adjustments so that the student has time for mean-
ingful learning experiences rather than rushing to try to get everything done. If your student is
enrolled in Oak Meadow School, please consult with your teacher when making adjustments to the
workload.

For obvious reasons, it is best not to share this teacher manual with your student. Each student should
be encouraged to come up with their own answers, and sometimes a student might go beyond what is
required for the assignment. This is to be encouraged! When a student gets a factual answer wrong,

Oak Meadow Vii



Introduction Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations

you can share the correct answer. The focus should always be on the learning process rather than on a
sense of judgment. Several incorrect answers related to a particular topic point to an area the student
will benefit from revisiting.

If you notice a student’s answers matching those of the teacher manual word for word, the student
should be advised about plagiarism and the importance of doing original work. Students in sixth grade
are starting to understand this concept and its ramifications, and any discussion about it should be
approached as a learning opportunity. The issue of plagiarism and properly attributing sources is
addressed in the English course.

We encourage you and your student to explore the topics introduced this year in active, experiential
ways. We believe a real understanding and appreciation of the wonders of the world and the joy of
learning only comes about when you and your student are fully participating in it.
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Lesson

The Stone Age

Reading

Read “The Stone Age” (found in Reading Selections below).

Assignments

1. Draw a large map of the outline of the continents of Africa,
Asia, and Europe on a large piece of poster paper. Use a world
map as a reference, and try to draw continents accurately and
to scale. Do not add any countries yet. You will be adding to
this map all year, so you should use a very large piece of paper.
Make your continents big enough that you have space to add in
the countries later. You can put the North and South American
continents on this map, or you can create a separate map for
them (in lesson 30).

Include the following on your map (each should be labeled):

* A compass rose showing the four directions (north, south,
east, west)

* Major bodies of water
* The equator

Keep this map. You will be adding to it throughout the year.

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY
[J Read “The Stone Age.”

] Begin creating a world
map.

] Write about a topic
related to life in the Stone
Age.

(] Draw a representation of
prehistoric art.

[] Choose a project to
complete.

[ Activity: Stone Age Art
and Tools

It might help if your student first draws an outline on the paper with one finger, getting a
general idea of where each continent will go and how big it will be. Next, your student can
use a pencil and lightly sketch the outlines, making sure that everything fits on the page in

relative size and proximity before making the lines permanent.

Check that each continent and major body of water is labeled, and that the equator is

clearly shown.
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Lesson 1: The Stone Age Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations

2. Choose one of the following topics and write one page:

a. In what ways do you think fire was important to the Stone Age people? What do you think they
used it for? What kinds of changes in their lives might have occurred after they learned to use
fire?

Fire was important to Stone Age people for warmth, to light the inside of caves and
other shelters, to cook meat, to keep animals away, and to provide protection from
others. Your student may think of more ideas.

b. Find out three animals that were alive at the same time as the Stone Age people. Think about
the ways in which people may have used the different parts of each animal. Give specific exam-
ples and add illustrations if you'd like to.

Some animals concurrent to the Stone Age, and now extinct, are the mammoth, saber-
toothed tiger, and woolly rhinoceros. Animals that are not extinct, but were hunted by
the early humans, include pig and wild boar, deer, caribou and reindeer, rhinoceros,
fish, bison, bear, hare, and fox. Animal parts and their possible uses include the
following:

e Bones were used for tools and weapons; mammoth bones were sometimes used to
make the frame for a hut.

e Skins and fur were used for clothing and bedding and to carry things; thick
hides were used for shelter.

e Horns, antlers, and tusks were used for tools and weapons.
e Sinew was used for tying, strapping, and sewing.
e Hoofs were used for tools.

c. Explore your neighborhood, and look for food that you think a Stone Age person might eat in
your area today. (Remember, list only foods that would be naturally found in the environment.)
Write a report describing the foods and why they might be edible or appealing to eat. If you
like, make a colorful illustration of the nuts, berries, leaves, fruits, and roots you find.

Results will vary according to the part of the country the student lives in. Peterson’s
Field Guide is a helpful resource.

3. Gotothelibrary or search online to look at pictures of early cave paintings and carvings. Draw a
picture showing an accurate representation of one or more. Label it with where the original was
found and any other information known about it.

The most famous cave paintings have been found at Lascaux in France and Altamira
in Spain. Other sites include Font de Gaume, La Mouthe, Pair-non-Pair, and Niaux in
France. Carvings and figures have been located at La Madeleine, Lespugue, Laugerie
Basse, and Mas d’Azil in France; Pavlov and Brno in The Czech Republic; and in
Kostyonki or Kostenki, Russia.
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Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations Lesson 1: The Stone Age

4. Do one of the following projects this week:

a. Write a diary about one week in the life of a cave man, woman, or child. Write it in the first per-
son, with yourself as the central character.

This project should include information about life as a hunter and/or gatherer. Students
are likely to mention the difficulty of having to find food, and may describe details

of shelter and clothing. Dangers from wild animals, harsh weather, and rudimentary
medicine might also be mentioned.

b. Pretend you are going on an archaeological assignment. You are about to excavate one of the
early caves used by primitive humans. Write a newspaper article describing your findings. Be
sure to include information about the tools you find, the floor plan of the cave, paintings on
the walls, and various other artifacts you might find. You will need to look in the encyclopedia
or other resource book to find more information about caves and archaeological finds of early
humans to help you write this article.

Information given in the article might include the following:

e Descriptions of tools, such as spears, knives, axes, hammers, skin scrapers,
arrowheads, sewing needles, and digging sticks, including what they are made of
and how they were made

e Any humanlike bones or skulls

e Artifacts such as carvings or paintings

e Evidence of the use of fire

e An idea of what was found in which parts of the cave and thoughts as to why

c. Pretend you are mysteriously transported back in time to the Stone Age, where you meet a
cave man, woman, or child. List ten questions you would like to ask this person. What would
you like to know about the world of the past? After listing your questions, write a dialogue
between you and the Stone Age person in which they answer your questions and discuss what
prehistoric life is like.

Questions should not only ask what the Stone Age person eats or wears, but where and
how they got the food or the garments. Look for details in the responses that show a
clear sense of the era (even if the details are not strictly historically accurate).
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Lesson 1: The Stone Age Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations

Activity

Stone Age Art and Tools

Choose one of the following activities to complete:
a. Cave Painting
b. Stone Tools
c. Clay Figurine

The student may want to look at pictures on the internet or in the library to get ideas for this
creative project.

Learning Assessment

These assessment rubrics are intended to help track student progress throughout the year. Please
remember that these skills continue to develop over time. Parents and teachers can use this space to
make notes about the learning the student demonstrates or the skills that need work.

SKILLS Developing Consistent Competent Notes

Demonstrates knowledge of
prehistoric human culture

Demonstrates knowledge of Stone
Age tools and art

Draws a map to scale with detail,
color, and labels
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Lesson

Ancient

Mesopotamia

Reading

Read “Ancient Mesopotamia” (found in Reading Selections below).

Assignments

1. Add the Fertile Crescent to your map and name it. Make sure to
include the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Use color to make your
map more interesting. Make sure your labels are clear (both
legible and clearly attached to a particular feature of your
map).

The Fertile Crescent includes the valleys of the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers (present-day Iraq), and then curves
around to the west to include present-day Syria and

the area on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea
(present-day Israel, Jordan, and Lebanon). The Arabian
Desert is inside its curve.

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

(] Read “Ancient
Mesopotamia.”

] Add to your world map.

] Draw or build a model of
aziggurat.

] Write about Hammurabi’s
code of laws.

[] Choose a project about
ancient Mesopotamia.

[ Activity: Life in Ancient
Babylon

2. Draw a picture or build a model of a ziggurat. Look at a variety of pictures first to get a good sense

of how they were built.

3. How do you feel about Hammurabi’s code of laws? How do you think it would be received in your
town today? Do you think you could live with it? Write at least one full paragraph. Follow the
rules for paragraph writing (topic sentence, supporting details, concluding sentence, complete

sentences, correct punctuation, etc.).

When you have completed your writing, choose one statement from Hammurabi’s Code, and
draw or paint it to accompany your paragraph. Make a border for it and illustrate it.

Students are asked to express their own feelings and ideas about Hammurabi’s laws.

Hammurabi’s code of laws may evoke strong emotion in students. They may express shock
at the brutality inherent in the laws, or may notice how the laws unfairly favor wealthy
citizens or those of higher social rank. Encourage your student to consider how it would

impact them personally if such a code of laws was in effect today.
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Lesson 2: Ancient Mesopotamia Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations

Look for students to express their ideas in an organized way, writing at least one
paragraph that shows thoughtful consideration of the topic.

4. Choose one of the following projects.

a. The Babylonians wrote on clay tablets. Make a list of some of the ways in which we use paper
today, and then describe how our culture would be different if we had to use clay tablets
instead of paper. Think of as many examples as you can.

As your student goes through the day, have them make note of the many ways paper is
used and how it would be different if we did not have paper. Consider bags, newspapers,
signs, food labels, art, books, etc.

b. Research the Sumerians, and find examples of their accomplishments. List and describe what
you discover.

This option is a research and writing assignment. Some accomplishments are listed
below.

e Plow drawn by oxen

e Dairy processing

e Beer made from mashed barley

e Inventing the wheel, carts, and wagons

e Working with metal and inventing bronze

e Trading by ship and by land with India and eastern Africa

e Building the first cities, harbors, canals, temples, and palaces
e Instituting a ruling class

e Inventing writing and record-keeping

c. Find out more about the city of Ur and why it was an important discovery. Give specific
examples in your discussion.

This option is a research and writing assignment. The city of Ur (sometimes called
Uruk, located in the “Land of Ur”) is considered to have the most extensive and
comprehensive sources of the earliest known civilization. It has been called “the country
of origin” for many of the things that we now take for granted as being a part of
civilization. Some believe it was where the gods first gave Earth to humankind, or even
that it was where the original Garden of Eden was located. Language, art, worship,
mathematics, commerce, tool-making, agriculture, government, etc., were all developed
for the first time into what we can undoubtedly call “civilization.”
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Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations Lesson 2: Ancient Mesopotamia

Activity
Life in Ancient Babylon
Choose one of the following projects.
a. Personal Trademark
b. Cuneiform Writing
c. Measuring System
d. Moon Calendar
e. Hanging Gardens

f. Clay Writing

Learning Assessment

These assessment rubrics are intended to help track student progress throughout the year. Please
remember that these skills continue to develop over time. Parents and teachers can use this space to
make notes about the learning the student demonstrates or skills that need work.

SKILLS Developing Consistent Competent Notes

Demonstrates knowledge of
cuneiform and early systems of
writing

Compares historical culture to
modern day

Demonstrates knowledge of
Sumerian and Babylonian cultures

Identifies locations on a map

Draws a map to scale with detail,
color, and labels
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Lesson

6 Hebrew History

° ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY
Reading
[] Read “The Twelve Hebrew

Read “The Twelve Hebrew Tribes” (found in Reading Selections Tribes.”

below).
[ Explain the meaning of

two proverbs.

Assignments

[ Activity: Jewish Culture
1. Choose two of the proverbs below, and think about what they

mean. Write down your ideas. Have you seen these truths in

your own life? Give specific examples.

a. “Awise man takes a command to heart; a foolish talker comes to grief.”
b. “A soft answer turns away anger, but a sharp word makes tempers hot.”
c. “Like a tooth decayed or a foot limping is a traitor relied on in the day of trouble.”

d. “A man who deceives another and then says, ‘It was only a joke, is like a madman shooting at
random his deadly darts and arrows.”

e. “If hedigs a pit, he will fall into it, and if he rolls a stone, it will roll back upon him.”

It may help your student to discuss the meaning of these proverbs with you before
choosing two to write about. Student responses will include an explanation of the meaning
behind the words, and a specific example that relates to the student’s own experience.

Activity

Jewish Culture

Choose one of these projects to complete.
a. Jewish Meal
b. Symbols of Judaism
c. Hebrew Alphabet

d. The Ten Commandments Movie
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Lesson 6: Hebrew History Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations

Learning Assessment

Use assessment rubrics to track student progress and to make notes about the learning the student
demonstrates or any skills that need work.
SKILLS Developing Consistent Competent Notes

Demonstrates knowledge of early
Hebrew culture

Demonstrates knowledge of early
Hebrew history

Shows empathetic awareness of
challenges brought on by historical
events

Shows original thoughtin
interpreting proverbs

Accurately recounts historical
events

Draws a map to scale with detail,
color, and labels
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Lesson

1 7 Christianity

Reading ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

[ Read “Christianity.”

Read “Christianity” (found in Reading Selections below).
[ Reflect on the issue of

tolerance.

Assignments
[ Apply the Golden Rule to

1. Think about the issue of tolerance. The Romans and Jews modern society.
didn’t tolerate the Christians. Do you think there is room in our
human communities for more than one belief about spirituality
and religion? Write your thoughts in one paragraph.

This open-ended assignment requires students to reflect on historical and modern
societies, and to state an opinion. Look for a response that directly addresses the issue of
religious tolerance.

2. Consider the “Golden Rule”: Do unto others as you would have them do unto you (or treat
others as you'd like to be treated). In ancient China Confucius said, “What you do not want done
to yourself, do not do to others.” In ancient Greece, Aristotle said, “We should behave to our
friends as we would wish our friends to behave to us.” In ancient Palestine, Jesus said, “Whatever
you wish that men would do to you, do so to them.” Do you think these ideas still need to be
encouraged today? How would the world be different if everyone followed these teachings?

Students should clearly state their opinions and include supporting details or examples.
Students might point to societal changes such as less crime in general, fewer homeless or
displaced persons, an elimination of bullying, prejudice, and hate crimes, or an end to
wars.
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Lesson 17: Christianity Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations

Learning Assessment

Use assessment rubrics to track student progress and to make notes about the learning the student
demonstrates or any skills that need work.

SKILLS Developing Consistent Competent Notes

Demonstrates knowledge of early
Christianity

Demonstrates knowledge of
foundations of Christian philosophy

Reflects on life in ancient times

Applies aspects of Christian
philosophy to modern society

Expository essay: Introductory
paragraph gives overview of topic

Expository essay: Uses topic
sentences to introduce paragraph
themes

Expository essay: Provides specific
supporting details

Expository essay: Organizes
information in a logical way

Expository essay: Concluding
paragraph summarizes and
connects information

Expository essay: Writing shows
evidence of revision, editing, and
proofreading

Shows original thoughtin
assignment responses

Accurately recounts historical
details and events

Draws a map to scale with detail,
color, and labels
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Lesson

23 The Changing Society
of the Middle Ages

Reading

Read “The Changing Society of the Middle Ages” (found in Reading
Selections below). Review the location of Istanbul, Turkey on your
map. This is also the location of the city of Constantinople.

Assignments

1. This week you will finish your outline and write the rough draft
of your report. Finish adding any additional information or
ideas to your detailed outline, and then use it to begin writing
your rough draft. As you start to fill in the paragraphs of your
rough draft, think about where an illustration would enhance
the report. You might draw several small sketches, or one
full page, full color illustration for your report (you will still
have five pages of written text in addition to your drawings).
Putyourillustrations on separate pieces of paper so they can
be added to your report at the very end. By the end of the
week, you should have your rough draft complete and your
illustrations drawn.

ASSIGNMENT SUMMARY

(] Read “The Changing
Society of the Middle
Ages.”

[ Write the rough draft of
your research report.

] Write a letter from the
perspective of Marco
Polo.

[J Learn about the Hagia
Sophia.

[ Activity: Medieval
Entertainment

Hopefully, all the preparation your student has done will make writing the rough

draft a smooth process. It may help to have your student complete one section per day

(approximately three paragraphs or one page), rather than trying to write the entire five-
page rough draft in one or two sittings. The illustrations should be decided upon, including

where they will be inserted into the report, and completed this week.

2. Learn about Marco Polo, and write a first-person letter from him in which he describes the
marvels of the world that he experienced on his travels to China. Make sure he describes things in
detail and talks about not only the goods he learned about but also the people he met and places
he saw. Use vivid descriptive words to bring his experiences to life. Plot his course on a simple
map to include with his letter (make sure to label the places he visited).
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Lesson 23: The Changing Society of the Middle Ages Grade 6 Ancient Civilizations

This assignment is a simple exercise in descriptive writing. Writing in letter form, the
student will tell about Marco Polo’s travels to meet the great Mongolian emperor of China,
Kublai Khan. The letter might mention sailing to Palestine and riding camels across Asia
on the three-year trip to China. Marco was valued by the Khan for knowing languages
and was sent on many official missions throughout the Chinese empire, where he was
surrounded by riches of ivory, jade, porcelain, silk, and jewels.

Look at pictures of Byzantine architecture and art at the library or online. Look for information
on the Hagia Sophia, and write a paragraph about this famous church in Constantinople. Include
information on its history, the meaning of its name, and the artwork inside. Alternately, you can
draw a picture of the Hagia Sophia. Make sure to include specific, realistic details.

Built between 532 and 537 CE, the Hagia Sophia uses an elaborate framework of arches
to make the central dome, which is 102 feet in diameter and 185 feet above the floor.
Multicolored marble veneers and ornamental mosaics decorate the inside.

Activity

Medieval Entertainment

Choose one or more of the following creative activities to do this week.

a. Jongleur Act
b. Musical Instruments

Play Performance

o

d. Nine Men’s Morris

(]

. Byzantine Mosaics

—

Medieval Guilds

72
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Lesson 23: The Changing Society of the Middle Ages

Learning Assessment

Use assessment rubrics to track student progress and to make notes about the learning the student

demonstrates or any skills that need work.

SKILLS

Demonstrates knowledge of
history of the evolution of society
in the Middle Ages

Developing

Consistent

Competent

Notes

Demonstrates knowledge of
culture of the Middle Ages

Research report: Uses a variety of
sources

Research report: Demonstrates
good note-taking skills

Research report: Acknowledges
sources using in-text and full MLA
citations

Research report: Identifies key
aspects of the topicin outline form

Research report: Organizes notes
and ideasin a logical order

Research report: Writing includes
accurate information and factual
details

Research report: Demonstrates
good paragraphing skills

Shows original thoughtin
assignment responses

Accurately recounts historical
details and events

Draws a map to scale with detail,
color, and labels
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